Excised V(D)J recombination byproducts threaten genomic integrity.
Signal joints were long considered to be inert byproducts of V(D)J recombination that protect the genome from illegitimate rearrangements. However, increasing evidence suggests that signal joints are not inert and could pose a threat to genomic stability. A recent study from Nadel and colleagues shows that episomal signal joints readily undergo trans recombination, resulting in their insertion into chromosomal DNA.